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CRIME AND PRISON SENTENCES

1 Discuss the following questions with a partner.

1. A prison sentence reforms most criminals.

2. It is very expensive to imprison someone for a very long time.

3. Life in modern prisons is not hard enough.

4. People accused of a crime should stay in prison until they go to court.
5. Young people who commit minor offences should only be cautioned.

6. Some people should never be released from prison.

7. Prisoners should be educated and trained, rather than punished.

8. Convicted criminals should pay compensation to their victims.

9. We should build more prisons.

10. Prisoners should go to prison near their family and friends.

11. Released prisoners should wear electronic tags.

12. There are too many people in prison.

2 Should prison sentences be limited to violent offenders?

The other options for punishment include: non-custodial sentences such as fines, community sentences (often involving a mixture of volunteer work, curfews, behavioural management courses, education and training or drug rehabilitation). In some countries, such as the USA, capital punishment is also an option. 

So, can prisons be a solution? Take note of all the arguments for and against prison sentences as you go along the lesson. 
3 Watch a ashort video about prisons in the USA and take notes of what the following refer to in the video.

9.25:

a quarter:

farmers:

two decades:

1000:

25%:

bad checks:

1971:

1980:

3 times:

49 billion dollars:

127%:

4 Now watch the video again and discuss the following questions based on the video..

1 Are there too many prisoners in the USA?
2 Why are there more pisoners now than 20 years ago?

3 There are 1000 new prisons in the USA. Do statistics justify this increase?

4 How is sentencing in the USA different from other countries?

5 What was the most important milestone in recent history that caused the sharp increase in prison population?

6 Is the system effective in draling with drug offenders? Why?

7 Is the cost of prisons and penal institutions too high? What statistics are there on this?

5 Read the following text and fill in the gaps using ONE suitable word.

Prison is necessary to punish some non-violent offenders proportionately: for ____________ (1) who commit serious fraud involving large ____________ (2) of money, or who steal property with a high value, a community sentence ____________ (3) not be a sufficient punishment. Property offences can often be ____________ (4) serious than minor violent offences and excluding the option of prison for the former undermines the idea of proportionality. 
Furthermore, the public may not feel that non-violent offenders are ____________ (5) punished sufficiently, undermining trust in the justice system. ____________ (6) is an element of class here as ____________ (7) – many serious non-violent offenders are middle-class “white collar” criminals whose fraud has impoverished tens ____________ (8) thousands of savers or investors, ____________ (9) violent offenders are more likely to be working class.

Non-violent offenders can be a danger ____________ (10) society: those who commit property offences, particularly repeat offenders, ____________ (11) considerable harm to society. A victim of burglary may be just as traumatised as the victim of an assault. Drug dealers may never use violence but they can ruin hundreds of lives. It is sometimes necessary to imprison non-violent offenders too to effectively prevent them ____________ (12) reoffending.

Prison is a necessary deterrent: the possibility of ____________ (13) sent to prison does affect ____________ (14) individuals commit crimes. Whilst violent crimes might be committed in the heat of the ____________ (15), property crimes are often committed by individuals who have weighed up the chance of being caught and possible sentence, and still think that they have more to gain by stealing. Such individuals are more ____________ (16) to commit crimes if prison is not available as an option to the sentencers. Furthermore, there is a considerable ____________ (17) of non-violent offenders who commit further crimes after receiving a fine or community sentence. Where the alternatives were an insufficient deterrent, prison may be necessary for repeat offenders. Finally, some offenders may try to avoid paying fines or completing their community sentence; in such cases the threat of prison is a necessary sanction to ensure ____________ (18) lesser punishments are respected.
6 Look at the following list of the formal names of different crimes, and play the game your teacher shows you on the whiteboard.
	1. Violation of Parole

2. Reckless driving

3. Child neglect


4. Disorderly conduct


5. Violation Of Domestic Violence Injunction - an order given by a court which tells someone not to do something
6. Grand Theft (theft of something of value over $400)

7. Open Container - Public Drinking
8. Driving While License Cancelled, Suspended or Revoked

9. Felon In Possession Of A Firearm

10. Aggravated Battery (Battery is a criminal offense involving unlawful physical contact, distinct from assault in that the contact is not necessarily violent.)

11. Obtaining Controlled Substance By Fraud

12. Loitering Or Prowling (not moving – e.g. begging)

13. Disorderly Intoxication

14. Driving under the influence

15. Carrying A Concealed Firearm


	16. No Valid Drivers License

17. Criminal Mischief damages property of another person

18. Obtaining Property in Return for Worthless Checks

19. Battery Of A Law Enforcement Officer

20. Child Abuse

21. Failure To Appear

22. Utter Forged Instrument forged instrument is any type of fake official document
23. Trespassing

24. Aggravated Assault

25. Fleeing And/Or Eluding

26. Dealing In Stolen Property

27. Contempt Of Court

28. Petty Theft

29. Murder or Attempted Murder

30. Organized Fraud


ARGUMENTS FOR 
PRISON SENTENCES:

ARGUMENTS AGAINST PRISON SENTENCES:
