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MEN AND WOMEN
1 Watch a short extract by a stand-up comedian on the topic of men and women and take notes of what the following words/expressions refer to in the video.

1 shiny objects:

2 steely-eyed realists:

3 feminine values

4 indoor cat

5 mustang

6 sitcom:

7 talking about women in the media:
2 Here are some words/expressions from the video. Work in pairs and guess their meaning.

steely-eyed

for lack of a better term

furball

escaped slave

keep sb in the dark

women don’t have it easy in America

a round of applause

booed off the stage

live in the doghouse

3 The rights below were granted to women between 1835 and 1940. Put them in the order you think they were granted. Start wih the one that was the earliest right women had.

1 If a woman seaparated from her husband, she had right to custody of the children.

2 Woman have the right to work after separation from their husbands and they could keep the money they earned.

3 A woman had the right to obtain a civil divorce.

4 Women could go on and study at university.

5 A woman could work as a doctor after graduating from a university of medicine.

6 Cast a vote at the polling booth in a national election.

	
	
	
	
	
	


4 Is feminism still valid? Is there anything feminists still have to fight for? Read all the arguments for or against feminism and prepare for a short debate with one of the other students.

CON
Feminism has no more battles left to fight. Victories such as gaining the vote, the right to an abortion and the right to equal pay were important and worth winning. But given that sexual equality is now - rightly - protected by law, there is nothing left for the feminist movement to do in most western countries, although of course it may still be useful in parts of the world where women still lack basic democratic and other rights.
Feminism promotes an unnatural equality between the sexes. There is nothing wrong with sex-role differentiation. Men and women are biologically different, and these differences are what have led to women’s dominance of the private sphere, home life and childrearing, and men’s dominance of public life, the workplace and political authority. All of these are essential to a functional society, and the division of labour on the basis of sex is an entirely sensible principle of social order. 

Feminists should recognise that in many professions the unequal representation of women reflects the fact that relatively few women want to work there in the first place, rather than the fact that women are discriminated against by employers. 

Men have big problems too. By focusing on women and their problems, feminism fails to recognise that there are inequality issues in which men are the victims. For example: boys are falling behind girls in academic achievement; 

Far less money is spent on combating ‘male’ than ‘female’ diseases (the difference between the amount of research into breast cancer and prostate cancer is a striking example);

Single fathers are discriminated against over child custody and child support; 

Fear of being accused of sexism is so widespread that it often leads to unfair discrimination against men. These can only be tackled by recognising that feminism has gone too far.

Feminism represents a small, privileged group of middle-class white women, who can afford to worry about relatively insignificant issues like executive pay and body image; meanwhile the problems suffered by women across the world, such as poverty, hunger and racism (none of which are exclusively female problems) are ignored.

Many women no longer identify themselves as feminists, associating feminism with man-hating, humourlessness, and seeing it as a relic of the 1970s. Modern women are perfectly capable of competing with men on equal terms, and they resent suggestions that they need special treatment.

PRO
Feminism has plenty more to achieve. In the UK, on average women earn 82% of men’s hourly wage; female graduates earn 19% less than their male counterparts; female pensioners live on 53% of the income of male pensioners. 

In the UK, one in four women suffers domestic violence

Worldwide, women do two-thirds of all work, earn one-tenth of all income and own one-hundredth of all property. 

Feminists point out that the roles traditionally given to men are those which - by virtue of being public - involve the widest exercise of political power and influence, and argue that claiming that this is natural and inevitable is an effective way of naturalising male power over women. 

There are various reasons why many more men than women choose certain professions, one of which is that male-dominated professions can be unpleasant ones for women to work in regardless of their ability, a problem which is likely to be getting worse without intervention. 
Many of the ways in which men suffer inequality are relatively minor when compared to the ongoing subordination of women in many areas of private and public life such as pay, childcare and sexuality

Where inequality does exist, feminism possesses the resources to offer a useful critique of the causes and consequences of sexual inequality, whether it is men or women who suffer as a result - men and women should be joining forces to offer feminist responses to discrimination, not blaming feminism where men suffer.

Opponents of the feminist movement have always sought to stereotype feminists in order to reduce their support. That this enterprise is often successful is not an argument against feminism; in any case, many of the women who dislike the label ‘feminist’ turn out to hold what would until recently have been seen as extreme feminist views, such as the belief that women are perfectly capable of competing with men on equal terms. 
Feminists have always argued that women are just as capable of men; they have campaigned against legal, cultural and social barriers which have worked against women, preventing them from achieving equality.
