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Crime – Question time (B1)
Look at this list of crimes. Tick the ones that you have committed. Tell your partner about one or two of them: when and why you did it, would you do it again, etc.

• telling a lie  

• travelling without a valid ticket 

• swearing in public  
• crossing the street when the light is red 

• dropping litter  
• breaking into a place 

• shoplifting  

• using an illegal copy of a video or an audio file, or some software

• trespassing  

• graffiti 

• cheating on a test 

1 Look at the questions below and discuss some of them with a partner for a couple of minutes.

a) Is your hometown considered safe? Why (not)?

b) Are some parts of this city considered more dangerous than others?

c) What would you do if you had a burglar in your house?

d) Where do you keep the money you have on you? How safe is this?

e) Have you ever had something stolen from you?

2 Look at the following phrases. In which question do you think you will hear them? Listen and check.

1. I tried to grab something that I could hit or threaten the burglar with. 

2. I’m never gonna be pickpocketed. 

3. I’ve never heard of any muggings or street crime. 

4. People are not so considerate, I think, as they once were. 

5. The adrenalin takes you over and then you actually realize where you are. 

3 Are the following sentences true or false? Listen and check.

1) Stuart used to feel afraid as a child when he lived in London. ____

2) Stuart has never felt in danger in Budapest. ____

3) While was travelling in Vietnam, Stuart had a teenage burglar in his hotel room one night. ____

4) Stuart keeps his money in his back pocket because that’s the safest place. ____

5) Stuart used to be in charge of the alcohol section of a larger store. ____

4 Here are some more questions about crime. Listen to Stuart answering them and number them in the order you hear them.

f) Have you ever done anything illegal? If yes, what did you do? 

g) Do you think capital punishment is a good idea? 

h) Do you think police TV dramas are realistic? 

i) Do you think that some legal drugs should be made illegal,

or the other way around? 

j) Do you think there will be more or less crime in the future? 

5 Look at these expressions from the recording. In each of them, one word is missing. Listen again and fill in the gaps with a word.

1) I don’t think anyone lives their lives not __________________ anything illegal.

2) …and for some __________________, the effect that that had on me was that…

3) …so I tend to stay __________________ of these conversations.

4) But there’s also the __________________ of one person killing someone else in return.

5) And yet, there are some people who killed millions and never were __________________ for it.

6) The attitude of people is that they can do __________________.

7) There is more crime. And it’s a __________________.

8) Well, it __________________ which TV drama you are talking about.

9) But to be __________________, I’ve never been in that much trouble to know the things that are true anyway.
