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Work – Question time (B1)
1 Think of five jobs that you’d love to do and five that you’d hate to do. Jot them down quickly.

LOVE



HATE

____________________ 
____________________

____________________ 
____________________

____________________
____________________

____________________ 
____________________

____________________ 
____________________
2 What’s the most important thing for you in a job? Put the following in order of importance.

___ good salary 


___ friendly and helpful colleagues

___ interesting work 


___ short journey from home

___ not too much work 


___ opportunities for promotion

___ nice office 



___ flexible working hours

___ job security 


___ lots of extra benefits (holidays, car, phone, laptop)

3 Look at the questions below and circle the ones that you would find difficult to talk about. Then listen to Marta, an American girl, answering these questions and take notes about ideas that would help you answer them, too.

a) Have you ever worked? What job did you have?

b) If you have worked, how did you get the job you had? What are some ways of finding a job?

c) What causes the greatest feeling of satisfaction and dissatisfaction in a job?

d) What kind of jobs do you think are respected most these days? Why?

e) What job would you never choose? Why?

2 Listen again and write down as many names of jobs as you can for each question.

a) _________________________________________________________________

b) _________________________________________________________________

c) _________________________________________________________________

d) _________________________________________________________________

e) _________________________________________________________________

3 Here are some more questions about work. Listen to Marta and number the questions in the order she answers them. There is one question she doesn’t talk about.

f) Can you imagine working abroad? ___

g) Do you think women and men should be paid the same for the same job? ___

h) If you could have your own business, what would it be? ___

i) In terms of work how important is the salary (for you)? ___

j) What does the ideal offi ce look like for you? ___

k) Would you like to have the same job for all your life? ___

4 Listen again and fill in the gaps with one word.

1) Again I think that would be boring and I like _________.

2) I wouldn’t feel ________ I was growing or learning as much.

3) So I _______ everyone to work abroad at some point if they can.

4) So no, I don’t think salary is very important, it’s just ______ of important.

5) I see no _________ to pay them differently.

6) Sometimes we fi nd people’s ________ very shocking,

5 With a partner, discuss questions a) – k). Try to keep talking about each

question for a minute. Use Marta’s ideas and expressions to help you.

