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TOURISM - DEBATE
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1 First of all, watch a short video extract from a popular quiz show Are you smarter than a 5th grader and answer the questions below?

· What is the question the woman has to answer?

· Do you find anything shocking that she doesn’t know?

· What is your impression of this woman?

2 It’s your turn! Listen to your teacher and do the exercise she gives you at the interactive whiteboard!

3 How important is tourism in the world? To find out, read the following information sheet and guess the correct answer,

The facts:

- 595/134/378 million trips were made abroad in 1996

- in 2010, an estimated 450/784/937 million trips will be made

- total (direct and indirect) spending totalled $1.2/3.6/0.5 trillion
- tourism supports at least 45/1/10% of global employment

4 Read the following arguments about tourism and decide which are for and which are against tourism.

1. If  the income of a country comes from tourism, one bad year might have a horrible effect on the economy (e.g. there is a tsunami, heavy monsoon rain or there has been a terrorist attack and tourists stop coming).

2. Through tourism people meet other cultures, which makes them more tolerant and understanding with foreigners.

3. Tourists destroy the environment. The Great Wall in China is very seriously damaged because of the millions of people who visit it. Also, crowded public transport and noise from pubs and shouting tourists make life more uncomfortable for the locals.

4. Tourism gives a lot more income to a country, partly because tourists buy a lot of things, but also because businesses in tourism pay taxes. In many third world countries, this is the only way to earn money.

5. Many hotels in these countries are built by multinational companies and the money they make ususally goes to the same multinational company and not the locals, who usually work for very little money.

6. Tourists come to places they know, which means if a country wants to attract a lot of tourists, it has to spend huge amounts of money on marketing and advertising the place to tourists in other countries.

7. The money the country makes through tourism can be invested in other things which would make life better for the people there (e.g. building schools, roads, health care etc.)

8. Tourism is a huge and a lot of people are employed in the tourist industry. These people would be unemployed without tourism.

9. Ecotourism has become very popular, which means tourists visit countries and try to do something to help them (e.g. cleaning rivers, forests, saving animals, working for the local people, building house for them etc.). Through ecotourism the local people get help and tourists do something good.

10. Big companies who do business in these countries buy the best lands and give it to the tourists and not the local people, who cannot enjoy the beaches, swimming pools, bars etc.
Now, work in pairs, choose sides and do the debate (make sure you speak for at least 3 minutes!). 
